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Beatus V ir Claudio Monteverdi
(Italian, 1567-1643)

• Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who delights in his commandments. • 
His seed shall be mighty upon the earth; the generation of the righteous shall 
be blessed. • Glory and prosperity shall be in his house, and his justice 
endures from generation to generation. • A light has risen in the darkness for 
the upright: one who is merciful, compassionate, and just. ■ Happy is the man 
who sympathizes and shares, who chooses his words with discretion. • 
Because he will not be troubled for eternity; the just man shall be in everlasting 
remembrance. He shall not fear evil tidings; his heart is ready to hope in the 
Lord. • His heart is strengthened; he shall not be shaken until he looks down 
upon his enemies. • He disperses, he gives to the poor; his justice endures 
from generation to generation. His horn shall be exalted with honor. • The 
wicked will see and be angered, he will gnash with his teeth and waste away. 
The desire of the wicked shall perish.

Shakespeare Songs, Op. 80 William Mathias
(Welsh, 1934-1992)

1. Under the Greenwood Tree — from As You Like It
— members of a deposed duke's court sing of their pleasant lives in exile in the forest

Under the greenwood tree 
Who loves to lie with me 
And turn his merry note 
Unto the sweet bird’s throat.

Come hither, come hither, come hither: 
Here shall he see no enemy 
But winter and rough weather.

Who doth ambition shun 
And loves to live i’ the sun,
Seeking the food he eats 
And pleas’d with what he gets.

Come hither, come hither, come hither: 
Here shall he see no enemy 
But winter and rough weather.

2. Lawn as White as Driven Snow — from The Winter’s Tale
— a roguish salesman tries to sell the wares of love —

Lawn as white as driven snow: 
Cyprus black as e’er was crow; 
Gloves as sweet as damask roses; 
Masks for faces and for noses; 
Bugle-bracelet, necklace amber, 
Perfume for a lady’s chamber;

Golden quoifs and stomachers,
For my lads to give their dears:
Pins and poking-sticks of steel; 
What maids lack from head to heel: 
Come buy of me, come; come buy, 
Buy, lads, or else your lasses cry: 
Come buy!

3. Sigh no more, Ladies — from Much Ado About Nothing
— a prince and his servants trick a friend into believing that his female equal in 

wit and insult is actually in love with him —

Sigh no more, ladies, sigh no more, 
Men were deceivers ever;
One foot in sea, and one on shore,
To one thing constant never.
Then sigh not so, but let them go,
And be you blithe and bonny, 
Converting all your sounds of woe into 
Hey nonny, nonny.

Sing no more ditties, sing no more 
Of dumps so dull and heavy;
The fraud of men was ever so,
Since summer first was leavy.
Then sigh not so, but let them go,
And be you blithe and bonny, 
Converting all your sounds of woe into 
Hey nonny, nonny.
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