
Taos Community Chorus m em bers rehearse at St. James Episcopal Church.
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S
ilence. The absence of sound. It 
is the state that conductor Erick 
Brunner was seeking when he 
moved from Boulder to Taos in 
2006.

"I had been doing music for so 
many years that I had come to a point in my 
life where I really wanted some silence in my 
head,” Brunner said. “It was never about aban
doning music. It was about needing silence, or 
I would have abandoned music.”

Emerging from his personally-mandated 
retreat, Brunner will be conducting the Taos 
Community Chorus in its 30th anniversary per
formance, titled “A Christmas Banquet: A Feast

in Sight and Sound.”
The program will be presented in concerts 

at two local churches. Friday (Dec. 5) at 7 p.m., 
the performance will take place at La Santisima 
Trinidad Catholic church in Arroyo Seco. Then 
Saturday (Dec. 6) at 7 p.m., and Sunday (Dec. 7) 
at 4 p.m., there will be performances accompa
nied by the Taos Youth Ballet at St. James Epis
copal Church in Taos.

The concert will include “Cantata ‘Vom 
Himmel Hoch’,” by Felix Mendelssohn, “The 
Christmas Oratorio,” by Camille Saint-Saens 
and “A Day for Dancing,” by the late 20th cen
tury American composer Lloyd Pfautsch. Brun
ner explained that he chose the selections for 
the program based on a concept of different 
musical textures that would compliment one

another.
“I was seeking compositions that would 

display the chorus in very different ways,” he 
said. “The Mendelssohn by far uses the huge 
resources of the choir. The Saint-Seans is one 
of the quieter compositions regarding the cel
ebration of Christmas.”

Textural contrasts are also found in the three 
different languages present in the program, 
English, Latin and German.

The conductor’s first choice for the program 
was the “Christmas Oratorio.”

“I love the way the late 19th century 
and early 20th century French roman
tic composers write for choruses 
because it's often a wonderful ch orus
. . . « i  i Continuedintermix with choruses and on page 6
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Chorus
Continued from Page 4

solos and ensemble work, Brunner 
said. “The texture that Saint-Saens 
was able to create in weaving all of 
this together is exceedingly beauti
ful.”

The piece was written in 1858

F Y I
Choral concerts
■  When: Friday (Dec. 
5), 7 p.m.; La Santisima 
Trinidad Church, 498 
N.M.150
Saturday (Dec. 6), 7 
p.m.; Sunday (Dec.
7), 4 p.m.; St. James 
Episcopal Church, 208 
Camino de Santiago
■  Admission: $15; 
$10 children
■  Information: (575) 
751-5811

when the com
poser was 23.
It presents the 
Christmas story 
with vocal soloists 
representing dif
ferent characters.

The second 
piece chosen was 
“A Day for Danc
ing” composed 
in 1969. Accord
ing to Brunner, it 
is comprised of 
nine independent 
compositions, or 
“dances,” written

Erick Brunner
conducts.

Courtesy photo

in the Renaissance style. Due to time 
constraints the chorus will be sing
ing only seven of the nine.

“I’m pleased with this piece 
because the independent composi
tions are so wildly different from one 
another,” Brunner said. Though “A 
Day for Dancing” may not be known

to listeners, he said that two of the 
“dances” incorporate some familiar 
melodies that the audience will rec
ognize.

Joining the chorus for this piece 
will be Susan Berman on flute, Aaron 
Lewis playing oboe, Debbie Poulin 
on bassoon and John Huxsol play

ing percussion. Adding to the visual 
enjoyment will be The Taos Youth 
Ballet presenting choreography by 
dance director Amber Vasquez and 
Megan Yacko.

Brunner’s third selection, which 
will open the concert, is Mendels
sohn’s “Cantata.” It is an exuberant 
piece that the conductor said will 
set the mood for the evening. “Men
delssohn was very infatuated with 
the work of J. S. Bach,” said Brunner. 
“The choral pieces in this cantata 
allude to the style of Bach, while the 
solos are more recognizable as Men
delssohn.”

The chorus will be accompanied 
by Kathy Mills on piano and will 
feature six vocal soloists. As a guest 
conductor, this will be Brunner’s first 
appearance with the ensemble.

Tickets are $15; $10 for children. 
La Santisima Trinidad Catholic 
church is located at 498 N.M. 150 
in Arroyo Seco. St. James Episcopal 
Church is at 208 Camino de Santia
go. For more information call (575) 
776-1867.
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