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Taos after 
school m usic 
program  
com es to end

Staff Report

A free after-school music 
program for Taos youth has 
has been suspended due to 
funding issues and dwin
dling support, according a 
Thursday afternoon (July 
26) email from its director 

. Judith Toth.
“After long deliberation, I 

have decided to suspend the 
After School Music Program 
(ASMP). For three years, 
we have tried to offer the 
best music education to the 

.students at the Taos High 
School and Middle School. 
Lessons have always been 
free,” Toth stated in the 
email announcement.

One of the other 
reasons for 

the program’s 
difficulties 

has to do with 
not having 
foundation 

support.

A story in Tempo 
Magazine in The Taos News 
from Dec. 29, stated the 
program was already in bad 
shape and looking at termi- 
nadon. In early January, Toth 
announced that the pro
gram had been “temporarily 
suspended.”

Toth said the program 
started stong, with almost 
30 students the first year, 
but each subsequent year 
the number of students 
enrolled in the program has 
gone down. “Despite agres- 
sive fundraising, including 
‘Guitar Spectacular’ put 
together by Omar Rane, and 
the" ASMP Faculty Recital, 
we have not raised enough 
money to keep the program 
solvent,” Toth writes.

One of the reasons for 
starting the program was to 
augment those in the public 
schools, but Toth was critical 
of the way that has turned 
out. “The turnover of music 
teachers at the schools — 
three teachers in our three 
years — has only exacerbat
ed the deterioration of music 
programs at the (Taos) High 
School. One purpose of the 
ASMP was to lay the founda
tion for a stronger in-school 
program. Except for the 
Mariachi Program, music 
at Taos High is a disgrace,” 
Toth writes.

One of the other rea
sons for the program’s dif
ficulties has to do with not 
having foundation support. 
"Without an umbrella orga
nization, we cannot open a 
checking account or offer 
tax exempt Status to our 
contributors,” she writes.

“Personally, I have poured 
a lot of energy and money 
into the program,” Toth 
writes. “I will be 75 this fall 
and find it difficult to keep 
going physically. Despite 
wonderful support from our 
board members and faculty, 
we clearly need someone 
new to take over the pro
gram. Also, I will be going 
to Spain this fall at the invi
tation of an old friend and 
my absence would result in 
lack of continuity in the pro
gram.”

Toth said instruments, I 
sheet music and funds that 
remain in the ASMP "will 
be contributed to the THS 
Mariachi Program.”

Toth adds, "It is my 
hope that the program will 
expand to include a con
cert Mariachi class and that 
will lead to an orchestra or 
band. Your ideas about this 
would be greatly appreci
ated. Thank you all of such 
wonderful suppport.”

In some families, 
please is 

described as 
the magic word.

In our house, 
however, it 
was sorry.

Margaret Laurence


